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NEW BOOK REVEAL CRITICAL PROBLEMS AMONG 
BLACK MEN 
WEST PALM BEACH, FL, March 25, 2013— 
A new book examines the causes of family destruction through the eyes of an author whose firsthand 
experiences show that many black men live an illusion of who they are. It explores the roles played in the 
illusion by black women, whites, Hispanics, various systems, wealth, health, crime, and power.  
 
With nearly 2 in 3 African-American children living in father-absent homes, there has never been a greater need 
for a shockingly straightforward message about the importance of fathers being involved in their children’s lives. 
In Fatherless America, David Blankenhorn calls the crisis of fatherless children “the most destructive trend of 
our generation.” A recent British report from the University of Birmingham, Dad and Me, confirms Blankenhorn’s 
claims, concluding that the need for a father is on an epidemic scale….” 
   
Eighty-five percent of youth in prison and seventy-one percent of high school dropouts, are from father-absent 
homes.  Fatherless children are more likely to die as children or live an average of four years less over their life 
span. In his book The Illusion of Being a Black Man: Behind the Smoke and Mirrors  (Sampson Publishing, 
ISBN: 978-0-9749413-5-6, March 2013) author Ray A. Ransom explains that “Never before in our history have 
there been more fathers absent from black families, more single mothers struggling to survive, and more 
children headed down the wrong path than there are today.” 
  
Ransom was compelled to write about the destruction of black families because he believes the problem is 
much more severe than scholars, statisticians, news media, and people outside looking in could ever imagine. 
”There are neighborhood wars taking place in most of this country’s inner cities that few outside of law 
enforcement are aware of,” says Ransom.   
 
Prisons are overflowing with majority black populations and as soon as one bed becomes empty there are at 
least two blacks convicted of felonies waiting to fill it. With over seven thousand students each school day 
dropping out, educators are losing too many young people to not classify this as an epidemic.   
 
The Illusion of Being a Black Man uncovers issues leading to the rapid destruction of families. Its candid 
approach provides real world experience and powerful insight to families and individuals in need of positive 
change to survive. The author Dr. Ray Ransom re-paves the path to a better future in this easy to read volume.   
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