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Will Your Child End Up a Dropout, a Criminal, or Dead? 
 
Over 7,000 students each school day drop out and one in every 10 male high school 
dropouts is in jail or juvenile detention. Over 2.6 million people are in U.S. prisons and 
1.5 million are non-white. One of every four young black male dropouts is incarcerated or 
institutionalized on an average day. One child or teen dies from gun violence every three 
hours.  

 
West Palm Beach, FL—March, 2013 – A former South Florida gangster turned Ph.D., 
and award-winning author, is inspiring youth to get on a more productive path. Ray 
Ransom grew up in poverty and surrounded by crime during history changing times of 
racial unrest. He never thought the day would come when the sacrifices his generation 
and those before him had made for equal education and justice would be for nothing. 
But he was wrong. 
 

“Domestic, gang, youth, and gun violence has become the norm for nightly news 
reporting that only gives viewers a peek at the seriousness of the problem. Yet there are 
neighborhood wars taking place in most of this country’s inner-cities that few outside of 
law enforcement know about,” says Ransom. Youth drop out of school not knowing 
people gave their lives for them to get an education. Young blacks are rapidly filling 
jails, detention centers, and prisons, not knowing people died to end slavery and they 
are bringing it back as the predominant race in prisons. 
 
Fed up with it all, Ransom was compelled to write about his life because others needed 
to know the proven alternatives to violence, crime, and prison. “I always wanted the 
good in me to prevail, but like many others I made the wrong choices. Now I get to 
share what happens when you make the right choices, in the worse situations 
imaginable,” says Ransom. He explains in his two-book release: Gangster to Doctor 
and The Illusion of Being a Black Man how he’s been there and done it all, including 
sixteen years in federal prison and survived two contracts on his life. 
 
Gangster to Doctor is a true-life story of how Ransom with the guidance of his 
grandmother changed his vicious lifestyle as a teenager to become a scholar, literacy 
advocate and Ph.D. In The Illusion of Being a Black Man, Dr. Ransom takes a 
‘shockingly’ straightforward approach to revealing “issues leading to the rapid 
destruction of families.” Both books are published by Sampson Publishing and available 
through Amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com, pyramidbooks.com and the online 
bookstore at sampsonpublishing.net. 
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Media  
 
Media samples are available upon request. 
 
Book Statistics Gangster to Doctor  Book Statistics The Illusion of Being a  
ISBN: 978-0-9749413-6-3         Black Man 
Suggested Retail Price:    ISBN: 978-0-9749413-5-6 
US $19.95      Suggested Retail Price: US $19.95 
Size and Format: 5.5 x 8.5 Paperback  Size and Format 5.5 x 8.5 Paperback 
 EBook, Audio     EBook, Audio 
Page Count: 359     Page Count: 108 
Genre: Autobiography    Genre: African-American, Lifestyle,  
         Psychology 
 
About the Author 
 
Ray A. Ransom is the author of Gangster to Doctor, The Illusion of Being a Black Man 
and several books on business and distance education. Dr. Ransom has been a fighter 
against illiteracy for over twenty years, and volunteers as a consultant to college and 
high school dropouts. He lives in West Palm Beach, Florida and is a professional 
speaker who actively takes part in the revitalization of gang and drug infested 
neighborhoods. He also hosts a website at www.drrransom.com. 
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